Prevailing Winds
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This is a table that is located at: http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/htmlfiles/westwinddir.html
and is in the notebook. Note the different wind directions depending on what time of
the year it is for various locations.










Note that the road surface in this location is actually higher than the upwind area.
The slatted snow fence had been installed along this road to stop continual drifting
which created icy conditions along this stretch. Rocky Mt. juniper have been planted
to provide this function for a longer period which will reduce long term maintenance
needs and is more attractive to look at.

A rebuild project of Pena Boulevard going to Denver International Airport has a living
snow fence of low growing shrubs included in the project design. Rows of shrubs will
be planted on the windward side of the two lane road and in the median to stop
snow from drifting across the road. Drifting snow sticking to the road surface has
been causing dangerous icy conditions on this important road.
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Where Not?

= Tree/shrubs will not grow in certain soils — refer
to the “Windbreak Suitability Groups” to
determine if a site is suitable.

= Areas with high annual snow fall where snow
plowing is needed regardless if drifting occurs or
not.
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A given site may not support trees and shrubs due to soils and precipitation. Will a
site support trees and shrubs without long term maintenance needs in the form of
watering and/or continual replacement of dead trees? Many areas of Colorado
normally receive high amounts of snow and require almost daily snow plowing
whether it drifted onto the road or not.



Where Not?
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= Sites that will require
supplemental water
beyond establishment
period

s Locations that create
long term
maintenance issues
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This site appears to be too dry to support trees and shrubs with out long term
supplemental watering. This long term need specific to growing trees and shrubs on
this site raises doubt to the economic feasibility of trying to have a living snow fence
on a site like this. Where drought is a common occurrence, let’s stick with slated
snow fences.
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